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Autumn. It’s the time for love in the elk world. Through much of the year, mature bull elk live apart from the cows, calves and sub-adult animals. But during the fall mating season, the animals gather on a communal rutting ground. Here the bulls expend a great deal of energy attempting to attract a harem of cows for mating. Their eerie, high-pitched bugles sound through the mountains as they call and challenge, occasionally sparring and fighting with rivals.

ESTES PARK – best elk-viewing in the world!

You will see elk almost everywhere around the town of Estes Park—right along the road, in parks and yards, anywhere there is grass for munching. But for the real action, head into Rocky Mountain National Park. Call the visitors center at 970- for more specific seasonal viewing information.
There are 2 prime spots within the national park to observe bugling:

1) Moraine Park

Follow Moraine Street from the center of town to the Beaver Meadows entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park. Once in the park, take the left turn to Moraine Park. In Moraine Park, you can either turn right and follow the road past the campground and toward the Cub Lake trailhead, pulling over when you find a good viewing spot… Or, go past the campground road, past the open grassy park on your right, to the next road, which winds in through some cabins and private in-holdings. Drive to the end, looking for a good viewing spot. This lets you get on the other side of Moraine Park from the 2 main roads, and is probably less crowded.

2) Horseshoe Park

Follow the Hwy. 36 business bypass, past the Stanley Hotel, to the Fall River park entrance. This will take you right into Horseshoe Park. There is a large parking lot, or you can pull off along the road – the park may close places to parking, so just read the signs.  

Both of these areas will be filled with elk at the right time of day. You may also see bighorn in Horseshoe Park.

TIME OF DAY

The park gets VERY crowded with elk-viewers in fall. Morning and evening are the times to see them, but if you don’t mind getting up early, head out before dawn to avoid the evening crowds, which can choke the roads in a giant traffic jam. The park may close access to private vehicles in the evening – the rules vary year-to-year.

Good Luck and Good Viewing!

Safety Note: Elk are wild animals, well-armed with hooves and antlers.  Do not under any circumstances approach them. Watch from your car or at a safe distance. 
Stella!!
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